Welcome:
Dear guests, it is a pleasure to welcome you all to Zeewolde. The municipality of Zeewolde is most pleased to act as host for the international congress, Working on Safety. Safety is an important theme, that everybody has to deal with on a daily basis.

This also holds good for Zeewolde, for......... 
Did you know that Zeewolde literally is the centre of the Netherlands? 
And moreover, that Zeewolde is the youngest village in the Netherlands?  
And that Zeewolde used to be at the bottom of the Zuyder Zee?

In 1968, the area where you are now, was reclaimed and is called south Flevoland nowadays. Zeewolde, is situated on the edge of south Flevoland and surrounded by water, forest and fields. Zeewolde, is at approximately 4 metres, below sea level, NAP which is Normal Amsterdam Level. Are you still feeling safe?

What has Zeewolde done to guarantee safety?
We have thrown up dikes, and organised our water management in such a way, that we can live, work and recreate here with an easy mind. By making the right arrangements, we are able to guarantee the safety of all inhabitants and visitors of Zeewolde. Your safety included.

Safety is not only the government’s concern. Many safety issues touch on the local interest. Consequently, municipalities also work on their own safety policies. The municipality of Zeewolde has been working on an integral safety policy for quite some time now. Cooperation, structure and cohesion appear to be essential elements in fighting local unsafety. 
Zeewolde, is a young and developing village. At present, De Polderwijk, a new housing development, is being built. Due, consideration has been given to safety aspects in the zoning plan, in order to ensure safe living conditions.  

For example:, Where will the new housing development be situated? And what are the risks we will encounter, when the housing development is realized?
We have been looking at child safety among other things.

How can children play safely in the area, and how can they go to school in a safe way?
In Zeewolde, we have come up with the idea of building child safety lanes for this purpose, which means, that children will be able to move around the area in a safe way. The child safety lanes, will not only be for children who go to school, but also for children who move from playground to playground. 
Since our motto is: “safety first”, we are giving constant attention to safety issues. You might as well say, in Zeewolde we are constantly, working on safety.
In conclusion, I would like to wish you all a most instructive congress and I hope that you will enjoy your stay in Zeewolde.

Thank you for your attention.

